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December 5, 2017 
 
 
Good day. 
 
I would like to know what OTs grounded in MOHO think of Occupational Science (OS) and help me understand 
how these two exist in OT.  I have read the articles by Ann Mosey, Elizabeth Yerxa, and Florence Clark between 
1990 and 1993.  I am aware that OS has grown since then and that these articles may be outdated.  However, 
from what I understand, the proponents of Occupational Science proposed a division between the science and 
application of occupation. OS will focus on the science of occupation while OTs will focus on the application of 
occupation.   
  
I spoke with someone grounded in OS who said that practice models, such as PEO, are under OS.  This is where 
it gets more confusing.  Where does OS fit in occupational therapy? So if I am a therapist grounded in MOHO, I 
am an occupational scientist when I engage in research (like my dissertation). But when I am a clinician and 
apply the findings of the research, I am an occupational therapist?   
  
I also read an article by Gary Kielhofner in 2005 where he proposed the concept of scholarship of practice. 
Clinicians and researchers work collaboratively to cultivate the science of occupation. To me, OS seems to 
separate research from clinical practice and MOHO promotes the blending of research and practice. Is this 
correct?  If so, then scholarship of practice does not really jive with OS? 
  
I hope the community can help me understand MOHO and its relationship with OS. 
  
Thank you! 
 
Kaye Rubio, MHS, OTRL, CLT 
PhD Student 
Texas Woman's University 
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December 6, 2017 
 
 
Kaye,  
 
You are correct in that MOHO adheres to the Scholarship of Practice Model.  
 
Best Wishes,  
  
Renée R. Taylor  
Professor 
Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs 
Director, Model of Human Occupation Clearinghouse 
Office for Faculty Affairs 
The University of Illinois at Chicago  
 

 
 
 


